Newsletter

Dates to Remember:
March 7
March 8
March 11
March 12
March 16
March 17
March 22
March 26-29
March 30-April 6

Guitar Club begins
School Council Meeting – 3:45 pm
Daylight Saving Time begins
PD Day – NO CLASSES for students
Report Cards sent home
St. Patrick’s Day
Assembly at 2:30 feat. Grade 2’s
Sunnyside Days- NO SCHOOL
Easter Holidays

Principal’s Message
March came in like a lion, so hopefully it will go
out like a lamb! Just in time for the end of the
winter season, there is a new inclement weather
policy that was recently approved by the
board. You can find it on the Palliser website or
by reading it below. The snow has provided lots
of great outdoor fun for our students. Please
continue to ensure your children have the
proper clothing to enjoy the snow to the fullest.
There are so many wonderful things happening
at our school and this month I would like to
highlight ‘Wellness Friday’.
It is so
heartwarming to see students engaged in
activities that make them feel energized and
refreshed. We are also looking for parents
willing to share their skills/talents too so if you
have something you would like to share, let me
know. Anything from knitting to robotics is
welcome!

Thank you….
- To all the families who contributed to our
book fair. We raised $2389.05 with over half
the sales in free books for our Learning
Commons.
- To Mrs. Hancock for all her hard work with
the book fair.

Hot Lunch
March Menu:
March 5 - Lakeview Bakery
March 19 - 3G Eatery

Mini Basketball

Developmental Check-ups

Mini basketball is scheduled for Wednesdays
after school until 4:35pm starting March 7 and
continuing for eight weeks until May 9 for Grade
4-6 students who have signed up on School
Cash Online.

Sunnyside School will soon be hosting
developmental check-ups for four to five-yearolds who are entering our Early Learning or
Kindergarten Programs this fall. These checkups are a service to parents, providing access
to experts in early childhood development,
including speech and language pathologists,
right in their own communities. These free, onehour sessions are a great way for
parents/guardians to confirm which skills their
children are well on their way to mastering and
which areas require more support. These
check-ups help determine the support and
resources incoming early learning and
kindergarten students will need this fall. They
also give children an opportunity to visit
Sunnyside School, meet the teacher, and to
have a positive hour of fun activity, and alleviate
some of the anxiety that might come when
school starts. Sunnyside School’s Early
Learning and Kindergarten programs give
children a positive, fun foundation to ensure
readiness for Grade 1. Developmental checkup’s will be held in the afternoon on June 7.

Kindergarten Registration
Kindergarten registrations are now being
accepted in the school office for September
2018. Children must be five years of age by
December 31, 2018. Please have your child’s
birth certificate and your 911 emergency
address when registering. A school fee of $10
will be invoiced in September to help offset
purchases for special kindergarten projects.
Kindergarten classes will be held on Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 8:27 a.m. to 3:32 p.m. with
additional Wednesdays starting in the spring.

ELP Registration
Registrations for the Early Learning Program for
the 2018 - 2019 school term are now being
accepted in the school office. Children must be
4 years old by December 31, 2018 to sign up for
our “Kindergarten Readiness” program on
Tuesdays & Thursdays. There is a $10 nonrefundable fee payable at the time of
registration. Please have your child’s birth
certificate and your 911 emergency address
when registering.

Early Learning Program
I would like to start by saying thank you to all
who came and enjoyed our Teddy Bear /
Valentine’s Party. All the children enjoyed
showing their favorite teddy or stuffy to their
friends and handing out/receiving Valentines.
Making stone soup was a HUGE hit in the
classroom. In March our new themes are St.
Patrick’s Day, Transportation, the Ocean and
Sea life.
Mrs. Amanda Hudson, ELP Educator

Guitar Club
Mr. Van Cleave is running Guitar Club at
lunchtime on Wednesday’s starting March 7 for
interested students. Please encourage your
child to practice what they are learning.

Assembly
We will be having an assembly on March 22 at
2:30 pm featuring the Grade 2 students.
Families are welcome to attend.

Report Cards
Report cards for the 2nd period will be sent
home on Thursday, March 15 for Kindergarten
students and Friday, March 16 for Grades 1-6.
Please sign your child’s envelope and have
them return it to their teacher.

Inclement Weather Policy Change

Palliser Regional Schools has addressed student and staff safety in an updated Inclement Weather
procedure, with further changes aimed at reducing any confusion about school closures.
With input from staff and parents, the changes allow the superintendent to close schools on an
individual basis, or for the entire division south of Calgary, due to weather and road conditions.
A communications plan is in place to notify school principals of any ‘snow day’ closures, and they in
turn will alert staff and parents as early as possible. A notice will also be posted on specific school
websites as to any closures. Affected schools will ensure minimal staffing to let in any children who
inadvertently arrive, but will contact parents to pick them up or make alternate arrangements for their
care.
The previous procedure allowed only for the cancellation of buses – on either a route-by-route basis,
or for the entire division – due to weather conditions. Schools remained open with staff expected to
report to work. Concerns were raised about staff being asked to travel roads deemed unsafe for school
buses.
Procedures now address specific issues regarding the closure of colony schools as well. Palliser does
not provide busing for students attending its Calgary schools, which will continue to follow the lead of
the Calgary Board of Education to determine whether their buses will run and schools will be open.
The superintendent can still suspend bus service on a route-by-route basis with the school to remain
open to the rest of the students. In those cases, the bus drivers will contact affected parents as they
have in the past.
Bus drivers retain the discretionary power to cancel their route if they feel road conditions are
unsafe. Parents hold the final decision on whether they send their child to school, if they feel weather
or road conditions pose a safety risk.
To view the Administrative Procedure 549, click here
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